
Instruction for Master‘s Thesis    
 
 
 

Please note that we highly recommend registering no later than 3 months after your last 
examination! 
 
Important: All research methods and tools used must be described in sufficient detail. It is 
also required to explicitly acknowledge contributions of others to the thesis or data included 
therein (e.g., technical support, other involved researchers, core facilities). The use of 
artificial intelligence (AI) tools such as generative models for text and image creation (e.g. 
ChatGPT) must be clearly disclosed in the thesis. This includes specifying what the tool was 
used for and to what extent. We strongly recommend discussing the use of such tools with 
your supervisor in advance. As the author of the thesis, you take full responsibility for the 
entire thesis and must ensure that it complies with the principles of good scientific practice 
(e.g., avoidance of plagiarism).  
 
Formatting 
 
DIN A4 
Single-sided printing 
1.5 line spacing 
Font style: Arial 
Font size: 12 pt 
Margins at least 2cm 
 
Mandatory! Please include a PDF version of your thesis on CD to every copy of your thesis. 
Please add/glue it on the very last inner page of the copy. Please additionally send the PDF to 
neurosciences@uni-bonn.de. 
 
The text part of the thesis may be no longer than 80 written pages, including references. An 
appendix does not have to be included in the 80 pages. 
The thesis should be bound. We recommend glue-binding. 
The title page (sample below) has to be printed on the cover and on the first page. The second 
page lists the first and second referees (see example below), including their respective 
professional addresses. 
 
The pages have to be numbered with Arabic numbers from the first page of the index onward. 
The page header contains the title of the respective main chapter on the left and the page 
number on the right side, and is separated from the text with a line below. 
 
The chapters (divisions) and subdivisions should be signed with Arabic numerals according to 
ISO 2145 (see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISO_2145) up to the fourth division. Further 
divisions are introduced by paragraphs, which may include subheadings and usually consist of 
several sentences. Tables must be numbered from 1 onward (no references to the chapter, 
i.e., Table 8 rather than Table 6.2), together with the title above the table, the legend may be 
below the table. Figures, also numbered from 1 onward (Fig.1 …), are entitled below. Tables 



and figures must be referred to in the text, but their legends have to be instructive enough to 
be understood alone (self-explanatory). 
 
The thesis has to be structured as follows: 
 

1 Index 
2 List of Abbreviations 
3 Introduction 
4 Aims of the project 
5 Material and Methods 
6 Results 
7 Discussion 
8 Summary 
9 References 
10 Acknowledgements 
11 Appendix (if absolutely necessary) 
 
 
Introduction 
The scientific background and the objectives of the project are described. In the last 
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